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SUPPORTING NATIONAL 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, as a former 
student who attended community college, I 
stand in strong support of H. Res. 338, a reso-
lution which supports the goals and ideals of 
National Community College Month. Our na-
tion’s community colleges provide the dream 
of achieving a higher education to millions of 
students each year. Community colleges are 
the nation’s key supplier of workforce develop-
ment and retraining needs and in addition, 
they build lasting partnerships and contribute 
significantly to the communities they serve. My 
congressional district is home to one of the 
oldest and most diverse community colleges in 
California—the Riverside Community College 
District—so I am proud to express my support 
of National Community College Month. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 17TH ANNUAL 
LETTER CARRIERS NATIONAL 
FOOD DRIVE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure I rise to recognize and show 
my support for the 17th Annual Letter Carriers 
National Food Drive. 

The Letter Carriers National Food Drive is 
being conducted in more than 10,000 cities 
and towns, in every congressional district in all 
50 states and jurisdictions. On May 9th, letter 
carriers will collect food from their postal cus-
tomers along their route. This is the largest 
one-day food drive in the country with nearly 
one billion pounds of food being donated to 
food banks and pantries since its inception. 

The Annual Letter Carriers National Food 
Drive is made possible by the letter carriers 
represented by the National Association of 
Letter Carriers (AFL–CIO), rural letter carriers, 
other postal employees and volunteers, as 
well as the countless citizens who donate. To 
participate, all someone has to do is place a 
box or can of non-perishable food next to the 
mailbox on May 9th and a letter carrier will 
collect it and bring it back to the postal station 
to be sorted before it is delivered to a local 
food bank. 

To nearly 35.5 million people in our country, 
hunger is a daily struggle. During this troubling 
economic time, many families are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to put food on the table. 
This year, more than ever, donations are 
needed. 

I urge my colleagues to stand with me and 
recognize and support the 17th Annual Letter 
Carriers National Food Drive. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, May 4, 2009, and Tuesday, May 5, 2009, 
I was unable to be in attendance and missed 
several rollcall votes as a result of an illness. 
I wish to state for the record how I would have 
voted had I been present: Rollcall No. 229— 
‘‘yes’’; Rollcall No. 230—‘‘yes’’; Rollcall No. 
231—‘‘yes’’; Rollcall No. 232—‘‘yes’’; Rollcall 
No. 233—‘‘yes.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING RIVERDALE HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate the faculty and stu-
dents of Riverdale High School for a truly re-
markable achievement. 

On May 12, Riverdale High will be awarded 
the National College Board’s Inspiration 
Award—an award that recognizes America’s 
three most improved secondary schools. 

As many of my colleagues will recall, the 
National College Board’s Inspiration Award 
seeks out schools with high academic stand-
ards, as well as schools that encourage stu-
dents to prepare for college. Once selected, 
recipients are afforded national recognition 
and a check for $25,000. 

Madam Speaker, Riverdale High School has 
approximately 1,500 students. More than 80 
percent are on free or reduced lunch. Almost 
half of the school’s students are migrants and 
a quarter of the population is learning English 
for the first time. Despite these challenges, 
Riverdale High offers an academically rigorous 
environment, including 12 AP courses, a cho-
ral and music program, as well as ROP, and 
drama and agriculture curriculum. 

With this academic rigor has come great 
academic achievement. Riverdale High School 
has achieved a graduation rate of 98 percent 
over the past three years. Of these young 
men and women, 90 percent are continuing 
their education. 

Simply put, they are doing amazing work in 
this small community. You cannot argue with 
results and I would like to extend my con-
gratulations to all of the people who have 
made this honor for Riverdale High possible. 
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IT’S TIME TO FIND OUT WHAT 
CAUSED THE ECONOMIC MELT-
DOWN 

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today as the current economic crisis continues 
to take a devastating toll on families and busi-
nesses across this nation, and the world. 

Never before have we witnessed so much 
economic turmoil. Within a matter of months, 

Americans saw much of their life savings and 
their home equity disappear. Nest eggs evap-
orated literally overnight. Plans for a college 
education dashed. The dream of homeowner-
ship turned into a nightmare of foreclosure. 

Today, unemployment continues to rise, 
credit markets are in a shambles, and busi-
nesses large and small are closing. The prob-
lems in our banking and financial system have 
infected the global economy, undermining con-
fidence in our own markets. 

To boost sagging demand in our economy, 
the federal government is now spending hun-
dreds of billions of dollars at a pace that is un-
precedented in our history. As the Congress 
and the new administration put in place meas-
ures to resolve this crisis, it is time for the 
Congress to provide the American people with 
a clear assessment on how we got into this 
mess and what ought to be done to prevent it 
from happening again. 

Frankly speaking, given all the money that’s 
been spent, the American people deserve a 
full accounting. They deserve an honest and 
unvarnished assessment of the causes of this 
crisis. Because, without a thorough diagnosis, 
how can we make sure that a crisis like this 
never happens again? 

That is why I am joining with Congressman 
STEVEN LATOURETTE in calling for the estab-
lishment of an independent, bipartisan com-
mission, charged with examining the root 
causes of the current global financial crisis. 

It would resemble the 9/11 Commission in 
its objectivity and independence and have one 
year to investigate the crisis. It would have the 
authority to refer to law enforcement any evi-
dence that institutions or individuals may have 
violated existing laws. At the end of its inves-
tigation, the Commission will report to the 
President and to the Congress its rec-
ommendations for statutory or regulatory 
changes necessary to protect our country from 
a repeat of this financial collapse. 

I voted against the Wall Street bailout pro-
posals last fall, because, as I said back then, 
they did not deal with the root causes of the 
crisis; they failed to give the American people 
a full and fair accounting of what happened; 
and they failed to hold accountable those who 
caused the crisis. 

Today, I still believe we must do this and 
unless we take these actions, we will be failing 
in our responsibility as an institution to fully 
serve the people who elected us. I urge my 
colleagues and all Americans to support this 
proposal. 

f 

CODY TURNBULL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Cody Turnbull of Weston, 
Missouri. Cody is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 249, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Cody has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Cody has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
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